
Cavell Leitch Guide to House and Land 
Packages
House and land packages are a popular way for builders to sell new houses. These agreements 
can be complex as they cover both the purchase of the section, and how the house will be built 
and bought. 

Here's what you need to know to get yourself ready:           

New title: the agreement should set out exactly what type of property you are 
purchasing and whether any rules or restrictions will apply to the property once 
you’re the owner. 

Plans and speci�cations: the builder should provide full plans and speci�cations 
for the house. These should either form part of the agreement, or the 
agreement should be conditional on them being agreed by the parties. 

Fixed price: the agreement clearly states whether the agreement is ‘�xed-price’ 
or not. You’ll also want to understand what you’ll be liable for if you want to 
change the plans, if build costs increase, or if materials aren’t available. 

Timeframes: you’ll want to understand when the house is expected to be 
completed. You may also want to include what is called a ‘sunset date’ in the 
agreement – this will give you an opportunity to cancel the agreement if you 
haven’t received the keys by an agreed date. 

Finance: there can be quite a long time between signing the agreement and 
taking possession of the �nished home. Banks may only keep their �nance 
approvals open for a certain period of time so you won't want to be caught short.

Progress payments: you’ll want to understand when ‘progress payments’ are 
due under the agreement to ensure that you are only paying for work that has 
been completed. 

Deposit: ensure your deposit is protected in case things go wrong with the build. 
The agreement should state that the deposit will be held by the vendor's lawyer 
right up until the settlement. 

Please get in touch with Cavell Leitch’s property experts today if you have any 
questions.

Disclaimer: This is general information only, current at the time of production. Any advice in it has been prepared without taking into 
account your personal circumstances. You should seek professional advice before acting on any material.




